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Headteacher’s Update 

It was my great pleasure to be part of the judging panel for the Year 8 

First Give final on Wednesday. Sitting alongside fellow judges, Head 

Student, Aisha, and representatives from Bromley Youth Parliament and 

the Bromley Rotary, we had the arduous task of selecting the overall 

winner from the 6 charities adopted by Year 8 this year. It was an 

incredibly tight competition, and this was acknowledged by the First Give 

team who’s never seen such close scores, or such strong presentations. 

I’m delighted to say that the overall winner was 8W who were supporting 

the Maypole Project. They received £1000 for their charity alongside the 

amount they had raised over the term through their fundraising 

activities.  

The judges’ special commendation was awarded to Leah in 8N for her 

standout role in the presentations.   

Altogether, students raised nearly £1700 for their charities, and the 

£1000 prize is in addition to this. The other charities adopted by Year 8 

were Bromley Brighter Beginnings, Mary Dolly Foundation, Mizen 

Foundation and CASPA.   

The First Give programme is designed to ignite a spark of social 

conscience in young people. We have been partnered with the charity 

for over 10 years at Newstead and it’s a pleasure to share the certificates 

we have just been awarded (see right) based on last year’s work. I look 

forward to receiving the headline figures from this year’s fundraising and 

awareness raising in due course. The final charity events of the year will 

be next Friday at our Winter Fair, where all Year 8 Tutor Groups will be 

running a stall in aid of their adopted charities. 

I’d also like to pass on my thank to Mr Boutall and Mrs Mehta who have 

overseen the project this term, and also to the DT Team who have led 

our Enterprise project and who have supported their tutor groups in their 

endeavours each week.  

 

https://www.themaypoleproject.co.uk/
https://www.bromleybrighterbeginnings.org.uk/
https://www.marydollyfoundation.org.uk/
http://mizenfoundation.org/
http://mizenfoundation.org/
https://caspabromley.org.uk/


 

 

The First Give final wasn’t the only great pleasure of the week – last night our musicians raised the roof on our 

Main Hall for our Christmas Concert. It was an eclectic mix of old and new music with a lovely balance of tradition 

and modernity.  

 

I’d had a sneak peek during the day as rehearsals were taking place along from my office – as always, the 

performance last night was just phenomenal. Thanks to Mr Flanagan, Mr Hunt and the team for putting together 

such a great show. Look out for the photos in next week’s newsletter! 

I must also mention that Mrs Renganathan launched our 'Unheard 

Voices' project this week. She will be working with a group of Year 

9-13 English students as they study a wide range of literature from 

around the world. Students have promised to bring in work from 

less known Chinese philosophers, Turkish poetry, Bengali poetry, 

song lyrics etc. They are already well on their journey of discovery. 

Next Wednesday is Christmas Dinner day. It is one of my favourite 

days of the year and I shall, as always, be on custard and gravy 

duty (concentrating fully, of course, so no-one ends up with custard 

on turkey and gravy on Christmas pud!) The price of Christmas 

Dinner this year is £3.95, and any student not wishing to have this 

meal should purchase something at break time, or bring a packed 

lunch for the day.  

Next Friday is Christmas Jumper Day and we will be collecting 

donations for Crisis at Christmas. We do not expect children to have 

to buy a special Christmas jumper for this. The jumper just needs 

to be something in a Christmas colour or with a bit of sparkle. Staff 

and our Head Student Team will be out on the gate in the morning 

with Christmas carols and shaking a bucket to collect any donations.  



 

 

A reminder about parking 

Parents dropping off or collecting children from school clubs are reminded to park safely and not to block the 

road at the beginning and end of school.  

I appreciate that most are happy to move on when requested, but we would prefer not to have to remind parents. 

The road has restrictions, and no cars should be parked on the pavement or on the yellow lines. This is all in the 

interest of keeping our children safe. 

Please also be courteous to our neighbours and not park over driveways as these are in constant use. 

Wishing you a restful weekend. 

Alan Blount 

Headteacher 

 

 

Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 13 December Christmas Dinner 

Friday 15 December Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Fair 

21 December-2 January Christmas Holiday 

 

Wednesday 3 January  CPD Day – School Closed to Students 

4-18 January Year 13 Mock Exams 

Wednesday 10 January Learning Together Forum 

Thursday 11 January Year 11 Parents’/Carers’ Evening 

Tuesday 16 January Year 9 GCSE Options Evening 

Wednesday 24 January School Photos 

24-26 January School Production – Oliver! 

Wednesday 31 January Year 9 Parents’/Carers’ Evening 

Friday 9 February CPD Day – School Closed to Students 

12-16 February  Half Term Break 

 

Term dates for 2023-4 and 2024-5 can be found on our website here.  

https://www.newsteadwood.co.uk/information/term-dates


 

 

  

We have some fantastic speakers for you in our Autumn Term Guest Speaker Programme.  These talks are 

open to students and parents. To book a place, click on the name of the speaker. 

Wednesday, 13 December, 4pm:  

Dr Emily Emmott, Lecturer and Teaching Fellow in Biological Anthropology, University College London: Adolescent Sociality 

across Cultures & Academic Career Advice  

Dr Emily Emmott is a Human Behavioural Ecologist at one of the leading universities in the world, who studies how the social 

and physical environment influences human development and behaviour. Her academic interests focus on child-rearing 

systems and their implications for health and wellbeing. She will be talking on her research into fascinating areas of biological 

anthropology, as well as giving academic career advice. Anyone interested in attending a top university, establishing an 

academic career, or who is interested in Dr Emmott’s areas of study should absolutely attend!  

 

  

https://forms.office.com/e/rpaBdwh8pk
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ycxpM00Rj0eC8FGzllA6SXhM4rDO_DRHvsvLMhSlKpRURUtONFBZREEyUUdCSzhHTFBMU1M0NFREQyQlQCNjPTEu


 

 

Around Newstead 

Senior House Music Competition 

Congratulations to all the amazing performers who represented their houses for the Senior House Music 

Competition last week. The winners were: 

Solo Singer: Griffin (Brandon, Y12)  Solo Instrumentalist: Griffin (Tinging, Y10) 

Ensemble: Nightingale/Swift  Overall Winner: Griffin!  

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

Year 8 First Give Final 

Well done to all of Year 8 for their hard work on their First Give projects. Congratulations on your fantastic 

presentations at the final event this week! 

The DT team would like to say how proud they are of all their classes and how hard the Year 8 students have 

worked. We have loved seeing the ideas for the social actions come to life, so a massive well done to all the 

pupils on all their fantastic work!   

 

 

 

  



 

 

Sparks Update 

Well done to this week’s top 10 Sparx Readers: 

• Zainab R in 7F 

• Juliet J in 7N 

• Ojal Sangle in 8P 
• April B-T in 7F 

• Maryam K in 7W 

• Senumi W V in 8S 

• Raina S in 9W 

• Samaira S in 7N 
• Kinjal K in 7G 

• Sadhana G in 8W 

 

COP28 Simulation Event 

Last Friday students from Y13 took part in a simulation event that mirrors the conversations currently taking place 

in the UAE.  

Students from schools across the United Learning group spent the day negotiating climate change policies with 

other nations, protecting economic interests / development goals, whilst attempting to mitigate the worst effects 

of climate change. Schools were assigned nations to represent, with other actors such as climate activists, 

journalists and fossil fuel lobbyists also taking part in talks. 

Newstead students represented France in the EU delegation and the nefarious fossil fuel lobbyists. 

It was a great day enjoyed by all and the students managed to limit the projected global temperature increase 

to under 2 degrees Celsius. Here’s hoping as much collaboration occurs with our world leaders over the coming 

weeks. 

 

  



 

 

DT Festive Doors 

The DT department have been challenged this week to create wreaths for the classroom doors using different 

materials and processes.    

 



 

 

 

Unheard Voices 

'Unheard Voices' was launched on 5th December 2023 in E19 

during lunch break. Students are excited about reading world 

literature.  This workshop will take place once a month and 

will culminate in an event in the summer term, when the 

gems we discover will be presented to the school and parents 

of presenters. We are on a literary journey of discovery!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep your child well this winter – a guide for 

parents 

A new Bromley guide for parents has been published, to 

help them keep their children well over winter.  It includes 

lots of advice about managing illness at home, when to 

seek medical advice and which services to use.  It also 

provides advice on when to keep children off school and 

for how long, so that children do not miss school 

unnecessarily. The guide is available here. Also, for 

children who have missed their Flu vaccine in school, there 

is a clinic at the Glades Shopping centre on Saturday 9 

December, see details here:  

  

https://www.selondonics.org/wp-content/uploads/ML4898-NHS-SEL-One-Bromley-Keep-Your-Child-Well-This-Winter-A5-booklet-FIN_WEB.pdf


 

 

Drama News 

Drama Club Roald Dahl Work  

On Monday evening we had a Drama Club theatre trip to see Roald Dahl's ‘The Witches’, a musical version at the 

National Theatre.  

It was a fantabulous show and students and staff thoroughly enjoyed it. Many thanks to Mrs Frost for organising 

this for us. 

The Keystage 3 Drama clubs are rehearsing three Roald Dahl plays: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (Y9), 

James and the Giant Peach (Y8) and The Witches (Y7), to be performed later in the year. 

Year 11 Devised Performances  

Year 11 students will be performing six original plays next week on Monday 11 and Thursday 14 December from 

4.30 to 5.30 in DR1. Staff, students and parents are warmly invited to attend.  

Oliver!  

Rehearsals continue for our whole school production to be performed in January. Letters about tickets will be out 

shortly. 

 

History Club 

Another festive instalment of History Club! A lovely bunch of pomanders making the room smell like Christmas!  

  



 

 

Year 9 Art Enrichment Day 

We had a fantastic enrichment day silk screen session 

this week! Our talented year 9 students considering art 

or graphics as an option explored various silk screen 

printing methods for the whole day with amazing results! 

 

 

Congratulations: 

• Huge congratulations to Year 12 students Dheepti, Suvi, Angelina, Jennifer and Julia who have been 

accepted on the Women in Finance Programme. This is a 5 year course and the students will be completing 

the Chartered Institute for Securities and Investment qualifications. The different levels of the programme 

are CISI Level 2 Fundamentals of Financial Services, CISI Level 3 International Intro to Securities and 

Investment, CISI Level 3 Corporate Finance Certificate Part 1 and Part 2, which are professional 

qualifications. This is a highly sought-after programme and the students have done very well to be 

accepted. Good luck!  

 

  



 

 

House Competition 

 

  



 

 

Achievement Points  

Here are this week’s Achievement Point totals. Congratulations to the following students and tutor groups. 

 

Top Tutor Groups of the Week 

Year 7: 7G 
Year 8: 8S 
Year 9: 9P 

Year 10: 10F 
Year 11: 11F 

 

Top Students of the Week 

 Year 7  

Siddhi I 7W Priyanka C 7W Mila S 7G 

Angeliyah B 7G Janesha J 7S Nivi P 7S 

 

 Year 8  

Valerie S Z 8P Tara N-M 8G  Olivia D 8F 

Taara K 8P 

  

 Year 9  

Somayina E 9S Miu M 9P Evelyn B 9S 

Talveen G 9P Amelia S 9P Tanika T 9P 

Chi-Ying W 9P 

 

 Year 10  

Oluwatoni A 10W Valen W 10F Pavela D 10F 

Tanisha A 10N Lauren A 10F Anita V 10P 

Joanna O 10G 

 

 Year 11  

Aahana K 11G Sophie S 11G Olajumoke A 11F 

 

 

  



 

 

Languages News 

 

Word of the week 

Answers to this week's words of the week: 

 

French: démodé - old-fashioned 

German: der Regenbogen - rainbow 

Spanish: barquillo - wafer 

Chinese: 礼物 - present  

Japanese:あつい - hot  

Latin: numquam - never 

 

 

The words for next week are: 

 

French: la mode 

German: die Plätzchen 

Spanish: bocatería 

Chinese: 圣诞老人 

Japanese:すばらしい 

Latin: poena 



 

 

 

  

https://ukgermanconnection.org/kids/de/entdecken/adventskalender/?fbclid=IwAR3eYnyUNQOEyuFTa4fcIquXiIEIhX2czRf3PrWVrKe4hvFlZHQc2BBKBFM


 

 

 

Newstead Wood School Parents’ Association News 

 
Thanks so much to all those involved in making the recent Y7/8 disco such a success; £1,360 was raised and a great time 
was had by all! 
 
We're currently looking for helpers for the uniform sale on Tuesday 5th December at 3.15pm. If you can't make that but 
would like to do some sorting before then, please get in touch and just suggest a date and time that suits you. 
  
We are also looking for volunteers to organise a quiz in Feb/March, and to help with the familiarisation tests on some 
May/June Saturdays next year. And perhaps a Summer Disco?! 
  
If you have any questions about the Parents’ Association, would like to know how to join your class parents’ WhatsApp 
group, need information on uniform, or would like to volunteer to join one of our teams, please join the zoom meeting 
next week, or get in touch at pa@newsteadwood.co.uk  Thanks! 
 

The PA are excited to announce that we have teamed up with Stikins 
to offer parents the opportunity to purchase quality labels for your 
children’s school uniform, whilst earning the school commission at the 
same time! This money can then be used to continue to help purchase 
some of the fantastic resources that benefit our children’s learning. 
 
As we all know, lost property is a problem in all schools and I am sure 
we are all familiar with our child, at some point, coming home from 
school with a missing item. As parents, we are aware that time is 
precious, which is why we think these labels are such a great idea; they 
simply stick onto the wash-care label of clothing. They can even be used 
in shoes! Naming of clothing is a school requirement and we are hoping 
that with this opportunity we can start to eliminate some of parents’ 
frustrations that surround these issues. 
 
How it works: 
Each order placed quoting the school reference number 14318 will 
provide the school with 30% commission. If you use the link on our 
school website’s Uniform Page to order your labels online, the number 
is filled in automatically for you! 
  

mailto:pa@newsteadwood.co.uk
https://www.newsteadwood.co.uk/information/uniform
http://www.stikins.co.uk


 

 

 

 

https://www.bromley.gov.uk/HolidayActivitiesandFoodProgramme


 

 

  



 

 

  

Contact us and keep in touch 
 
General email enquiries office@newsteadwood.co.uk   

Attendance reporting attendance@newsteadwood.co.uk   

Need to contact a subject? Email the subject name e.g. science@newsteadwood.co.uk  

 

Follow us on Social Media 
 

@NewsteadWood @NWSchoolFund @NWSGEnglish  

@NWSGMaths @NWSGScience @NWSGLangs @NewsteadPE @MusicNewstead @NWSLibrary  

@NWSSixthForm @NewsteadWoodPPE @NWSGTech 

 

@newsteadwoodschool @nwschoollibrary @newstead_art @newstead_food @newstead_textiles 

 
 

www.facebook.com/NewsteadWood 

 

 

Follow us on LinkedIn 

 

 

Easyfundraising 
Help out when you check out! Support Newstead Wood School Parents’ Association  
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/newsteadwoodschool 
 

Thank you to all of you who are supporting the school through a monthly donation – if you still haven’t got round 

to setting this up, forms can be found here. And thank you to all of you who are supporting the school library 

through our Amazon Wishlist.  

 

 

mailto:office@newsteadwood.co.uk
mailto:attendance@newsteadwood.co.uk
mailto:science@newsteadwood.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/NewsteadWood
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newstead-wood-school
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/newsteadwoodschool
http://www.newsteadwood.co.uk/about-us/providing-excellence-together
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/31UREQLIV3HCI?ref_=wl_share
https://www.instagram.com/newsteadwoodschool/
https://uk.linkedin.com/school/newstead-wood-school/
http://www.facebook.com/NewsteadWood

